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sebaceous glands are of such unusual artistic 
quality that one would like two copies of the 
book-one for the coffee table at home and one for 
the office or laboratory . 
The wealth of information in the book makes it a 
necessity for the dermatologic researcher and bi-
ologist. The resident and practitioner will want to 
know this book well because both morphologic and 
biochemical data are presented and well discussed. 
Morphologic data from normal human skin are the 
authors' main interest , but much recent biochemi-
cal data are also given as are data from primates. 
The book is well printed with photographs and 
figures of excellent quality. 
A more extensive index with more subject head -
ings would be of benefit to those looking for the 
wealth of factual information on animals other 
than humans. 
Lowell A. Gold mith, M.D. 
Durham, North Carolina 
page 304: ''Pemphigus is characterized histologi-
cally by intradermal bulla formation with acan-
tholysis." This is corrected later in the section to 
read : "intra-epidermal." 
As the majority of the contributors are from 
abroad, differences in nomenclature for drugs and 
diseases may cause some confusion to the Ameri-
can reader. 
It is surprising that the section on psoriasis 
makes no mention of cyclic AMP in discussing the 
pathophysiology of the disease. 
This book is not intended for the individual who 
has kept abreast of the dermatologic literature, 
although it is pleasant reading. As Dr. Rook states 
in his preface: "For the very many for whom long 
hours in a well stocked library are not a practicable 
proposition there is a need for reviews which cover 
recent advances in laboratory and clinical derma-
tology in relation to the common diseases from one 
or more of which over 80% of our patients are 
suffering." This volume provides just such a re-
Recent Advances in Dermatology. Edited by view. 
Arthur Rook, M.A ., M.D. , F .R.C.P. Churchill 
Livingstone, Edinburgh and London, 197:3. 
(469 pp, £ 7.50) 
fn contrast to the Yearbook of Dermatolopv, 
which annually deals in abstract form with the 
most recent advances in all aspects of dermatology, 
this volume concentrates in depth on particular 
disease entities frequently encountered in derma-
tologic practice as well as diseases in which devel-
opments in knowledge have occurred over the past 
several years. Dr. Rook has compiled an edition 
consisting of twelve sections in which twenty-four 
contributors have been charged with the task of 
critically and selectively reviewing the literature of 
the last decade. The contents include: cutaneous 
bacteriology. fW1gus diseases. viral infections. pho-
todermatoses, contact dermatitis, atopic dermati-
tis, acne vulgaris, biology and immunology of 
vitiligo and cutaneous malignant melanoma, im· 
munofluorescence and electron micro;.copical stud-
ies of bullous diseases, genetically determined 
diseases, topical therapy. and psoriasis. 
The volume contains a s mall number of photo-
graphs, diagrams, and charts. all of which serve to 
enhance the text. The bibliographies for each 
section ar~ extensive. The readability of the differ-
ent sections is as varied as the authors, but on the 
whole of good quality. Moynahan in his section on 
genetic diseases has the ability to evoke a mental 
image by his descriptive phraseology. Referring to 
s mall stature in the Leopard syndrome he states: 
··affected young adults are often given children's 
half fare tickets on public service vehicles." 
There a re scattered typographical errors 
throughout the volume. A glaring one appears on 
Michael Fisher. M.D. 
Bronx .. ew York 
Manua l of Sk in Diseases. Third Edition , by 
Gordon auer, M .D. J. B. Lippincot t Com· 
pany, Philadelphia, Toronto, 1973. (357 pal(es, 
/48 illustrations, 60 color plates. $24.00) 
ln the 3rd edition, Dr. Sauer has expanded his 
"shortest and most concise book published on 
diseases of the skin" from 284 to 357 pages, from 45 
to 60 color plates, from 29 to 33 chapters, and from 
$12.00 to $24.00. New chapters included are Geno-
dermatoses, Pediatric Dermatology, Geriatric Der-
matology, and the only contribution from another 
author, Photosensitivity Dermatoses by James Ka-
livas, M.D. Addition of the 15 new high quality 
plates is perhaps the most significant improvement 
over the 2nd edition. 
The author's formulations and suggestions for 
topical therapy with various creams, pastes and 
lotions are sound and t raditional. They reflect the 
experience of a practicing clinician skilled in the 
art of dermatology. However, in the context of 
today·~ new "scientific dermatology,'' issue might 
well be taken with some of Dr. Sauer's systemic 
therapy suggestions: for example, B 12 injections for 
seborrhea, oral hydrochloric acid (Acidulin) for 
rosacea. gamma gobulin shots for erythema mul -
tiforme, Depo-Testosterone for nummular eczema, 
and Methischol or Lipotropic capsules "to correct 
a possible fat metabolism error" in p oriasis . I 
must hasten to point out, however. that most of 
these suggestions are reserved for ·· resistant" or 
"severe" cases. I suspect. in view of Dr. Sauer's 
predominantly sound and conservative therapeutic 
